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The theme, Global Challenges and Local Innovations in Care, reflects the growing internationalisation of
care research and the need to engage with diverse care models, policy responses, and social realities across
different contexts.

Care systems around the world are facing urgent and interconnected challenges: population ageing, declining
birth rates, changing family structures, care worker shortages, technological disruption, and deepening
inequalities. At the same time, societies are experimenting with new ways of organising and delivering care—
through digital innovation, community-based initiatives, gender-equal parenting policies, and inclusive support
for disabled people.

This theme invites critical, comparative, and interdisciplinary reflections on how care is being challenged,
transformed, and reimagined across national, regional, and cultural borders. It provides space to showcase local
responses to global pressures and to rethink how care research can move beyond Eurocentric perspectives to
engage with diverse welfare imaginaries.

Key dimensions of the theme include:

e Global Challenges: How do transnational trends—such as demographic change, migration, climate
crises, and technological advancement—shape care needs, expectations, and systems across different
welfare regimes?

e Local Innovations: What creative strategies have emerged at the local or national level to address care
gaps? How are policies and practices adapted to specific cultural, institutional, or community contexts,
particularly in East Asian societies?

e Cross-Border Perspectives: How can comparative research, international collaboration, and cross-
cultural dialogue deepen our understanding of care policy, provision, and ethics?

The conference especially welcomes contributions on:

e Childcare models that promote gender equity, early childhood education and care, and family support

o Disability support systems, including rights-based and person-directed innovations

e Care for older adults and long-term support, including informal care, migrant care work, and aging in
place

e Care workforce dynamics, including professionalisation, migration, precarity, and automation

o Technological transformations, such as the integration of Al into care, and their ethical and political
implications

o Community-based and relational care practices that challenge marketised or institutional approaches

By focusing on Global Challenges and Local Innovations in Care, the 2027 Transforming Care Conference
aims to broaden the horizons of care research and practice—bridging regions, disciplines, and sectors to
address the pressing question: how can we build inclusive, sustainable, and just care systems in a rapidly
changing world?
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Confirmed keynote speakers:

We are delighted to announce the following keynote speakers:

Professor Pei-Chia Lan, National Taiwan University, Taiwan

Professor Joan Tronto, University of Minnesota, USA

Dr. Asdis Adalbjorg Arnalds, Assistant Professor, University of Iceland, Iceland
Professor Barbara Barbosa Neves, University of Sydney, Australia

Please visit the website: https://www.transforming-care.net/conf27/prog/speakers/

Expression of Interest for Session Conveners

We invite scholars to express their interest in serving as conveners for a Thematic Panel or a Symposium.
Submission of proposals for Thematic Panels is open for all interested parties within the conference theme of
Global Challenges and Local Innovations in Care or the broad themes suggested above; a Thematic Panel is
therefore a particularly good option for people willing to catalyze the interest of researchers on new themes. A
Symposium, on the other hand, focuses on a particular theme and is proposed having identified paper authors
beforehand; it is a perfect format for creating/enlarging research or interest networks.

Conveners must organize their work in the following way:

Thematic Panel Conveners are responsible for:
* proposing the broad theme of a session, preferably but not exclusively within the theme of “global
challenges and local innovations in care”,
* assessing and ranking all abstracts submitted for their own session, finally selecting up to 4 papers,
* identifying 1-2 discussants, including eventually the conveners themselves,
e communicating with paper authors and supervising (together with local organizers) the paper submission
to the closed conference forum in good time before the conference.

Symposium Conveners are responsible for:
* proposing the particular theme of the session, including identification of up to 4 named paper authors,
* identifying 1-2 discussants,
* planning the panel composition, and guaranteeing the participation of all the paper authors involved in
their proposal,
¢ supervising the paper submission to the closed conference forum in good time before the conference.

Regardless of format, conveners will chair their respective session in the conference, presenting the theme of the
session, and providing adequate time for paper presentations and their discussion.

Expressions of interest for both session formats should be max. 1 page long. For more information and templates
for session proposals, please see the website https://www.transforming-care.net/conf27/.

Please send your expression of interest by 15 September 2026 to tcc2027(@care-taiwan.org. Information about
accepted proposals will be sent out on 15 October 2026.

The Transforming Care Conference series

The need for scientific and theoretical investigation of care and care work is highly topical and calls for further
opportunities to develop mutual exchanges and confrontation among researchers. In response, the
Transforming Care Conference is held every two years and is aimed at investigating how transformations of
care for children, frail older people and adults with disability are playing out in policy and in practice. The
conference is a meeting point for care researchers in social sciences, who are studying care issues from many
different perspectives and geographical regions. We encourage contributions from around the world that
investigate transformations of care in policy and in practice, either in a single country or as international,
global trends. In addition, we welcome single policy contributions as well as contributions that go across the
policy fields of early childhood education and care, support for adults with disabilities and long-term care for
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frail older people. The Transforming Care Conference 2027 will be held in Taipei, Taiwan. This will be the
first time that the conference is organised outside of Europe.

Organised by
Taiwan Society for Care Research, Taiwan
Transforming Care Network

Scientific Committee

Prof. Karina Batthyany Dighiero, Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay
Prof. Yueh-Ching Chou, Asia University, Taiwan

Director Adelina Comas-Herrera, London School of Economics and Political Science, United Kingdom
Prof. Barbara Da Roit, University Ca Foscari of Venice, Italy

Prof. Gudny Bjork Eydal, University of Iceland

Dr. Jana Javornik, University of Leeds, United Kingdom

Prof. Margarita Leon, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain

Prof. Gabriela Marzonetto, National University of Cuyo, Mendoza, Argentina
Prof. Ingela Naumann, University of Fribourg, Switzerland

Prof. August Osterle, Vienna University of Economics and Business, Austria
Prof. Birgit Pfau-Effinger, Hamburg University, Germany

Prof. Costanzo Ranci, Polytechnic of Milan, Italy

Prof. Ricardo Rodrigues, University of Lisbon, Portugal

Prof. Tine Rostgaard, Roskilde University, Denmark

Prof. Sue Yeandle, University of Sheffield, United Kingdom

Prof. Hildegard Theobald, Vechta University, Germany

Important dates:

15 June 2026: Call for session proposals opens (Symposia and Thematic Panels)
15 September 2026: Deadline for session proposals

15 October 2026: Acceptance of session proposals

15 November 2026: Call for papers opens



